Top Tips for Quality Writing

Linda Hoyt

•Write all day long… 500 words a day whenever possible.  

•Write in every subject area to remember, to solidify thinking, to question
•Model fluent writing in action.  Let them see you write.  Think aloud as you construct text.

•Help children explore a wide range of written forms:  letters, lists, explanations, descriptions, persuasions, personal narratives, procedure (directions), narrative, poetry, article.

•Ensure that students use text features in their informational writing.  Info texts should have headings, captions, bold face words, labels, diagrams, charts, table of contents, index, and so on.

•Focus on craft in each text form.  Lift the writing to the highest possible level of language use and expression through:


•active, expressive verbs


•precise nouns and adjectives


•enticing leads


•satisfying endings


•clear organizational patterns in each piece

•Apply analytical traits to inform writers as well as to assess.  (Organization, Ideas, Sentence Fluency, Voice, Conventions, Word Choice and Presentation)

